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Overview
In years following the Seven Years' War, the victorious British Empire found themselves economically depleted. The cost of maintaining their enlarged territory in the New World was beginning to take its toll, and necessary economic strategies like increased taxes and ordinances, began to strain the already shaky relationship with the colonists. Eventually, resistance turned into violent opposition and many world super powers where drawn into the colonist's fight for independence. More than a rebellion against unfair taxation, this was the first time in modern history that a group of people revolted to defend a set of universal principles that protected the rights and equality of people regardless of race or religion. 
Rationale
In this short unit, students will have a chance to study the stories of the major people, places, and events that make up the American Revolution. This course is designed for middle school students who have completed the first nine chapters of the American History. We will follow the story as it is presented in the corresponding chapters of this same textbook. Underlying and enhancing our conceptual historical knowledge will be the acquisition of a cognitive skill called “historical thinking”, which involves the critical and literary analysis of the multiple accounts of history, intelligent sourcing of information and the use of evidence to form a claim or opinion. This skill, coupled with our understanding of the historical content, gives our students a strong foundation a historians that will assist in their success in their upcoming high school history courses.

For the first part of each of the two weeks, we will focus heavily on the historical content of the unit. The primary method of instruction during these lessons will be direct instruction, with the teacher guiding coverage of the material and then guiding deep and reflective discussion of the subject. Chapters covered outside of class will be reviewed the following day, augmented with the same meaningful discussion. The ends of each week will be centered on sharpening our targeted cognitive skills and student assessment. For our goal of synthesizing historical content and historical thinking, it is my belief that I, as the teacher, am the greatest instrument in meeting this objective. Armed with a sharp and flexible mind, the instructor has the ability engage students while remaining aware of specific student and class needs, tailoring instruction to meet all of our transfer goals in the most effective and least distressful way. 
Intended Learning Outcomes and Standards
The objectives for this unit reflect standards from the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for 6th/8th Social Studies in Literature and the National Center for History in the Schools' (NCHS) National History Standards and Historical Thinking Standards. 

Identify and explain the significance of the major people, places, and events of the American Revolution.

Explain the events that led up to the revolution and the aftermath of the conflict.

Create a timeline of events (NCHS)

Identify bias in historical accounts and literature and make inferences about the author’s intent. 

Consider multiple perspectives of history (NCHS)

Distinguish between unsupported expressions of opinion and informed hypotheses grounded in historical evidence. (NCHS)

Discuss how knowledge of history can be applied to current and future events.

Distinguish between a fact, judgment and opinion in writing. (CCSS)

Cite textual evidence from primary and secondary sources to defend an opinion. (CCSS)

Hypothesize the influence of the past. (NCHS)

Describe how historical knowledge can benefit personal life.
Main Points Week One

Wholeness
The job of a historian is to study the events and accounts of history and attempt to develop an objective understanding that gives answers about our past and can be applied to the decisions that took place between 1775-1777. These events make up the first two of four sequential phases in which the revolution is said to have occurred. They are called the New England and Mid-Atlantic phase. The colonist’s collective shift in the consciousness was incompatible with that of the British, leading to increased stress, disharmony, and strife.
1. Historical literature and modern accounts of history sometimes contain personal opinions and personal bias. These accounts must be carefully analyzed to form an objective understanding of history. Pure Consciousness, expressed through the individual nervous system, creates diversity and individuality which is occurs even in seemingly objective historical accounts.
2. The first engagement between British troops and colonist militiamen occurred near the cities of Lexington and Concord in April, 1775. A critical amount of stress and disharmony lead to violence in the colonies.
3. Two months later, in June, colonists and British soldiers fought a major battle at the Bunker Hill outside of Boston. The British were successful in driving the colonists from the area but suffered tremendous casualties. Two weeks after this battle, George Washington assumed command of the fledgling Continental Army and lead them on a series of victories. By March of 1776, the British were forced out of Boston. They sought refuge in Canada while the Continental Congress deliberated over the Declaration of Independence. The colonists demonstrated that whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 
4. In August of 1776 the British returned in force, conquering and occupying New York City; which remained in their control for the remainder of the revolution. The action of the colonists proved to have a powerful negative reaction.
Mid-Atlantic Phase

5. In December of 1776, the colonists won a decisive victory at Trenton. Inspired by Thomas Paine’s “Crisis Papers”, the Continental Army defeated the British in a victory that boosted the colonist’s morale enough to endure a brutal winter at Valley Forge and keep them fighting for another year. The colonists found inspiration in the thoughts of a man, which lead to action and fulfillment.
6. In 1777, the colonists lost battle after battle. The loss of the Confederation’s capital of Philadelphia nearly crushed the entire rebellion. But the colonist’s miraculous victory at Saratoga sealed an alliance with the French, which would later prove crucial in the war’s outcome. The actions of the colonists, aligned with the governing laws of nature, brought forth a powerful new ally. 
Main Points Week Two

Wholeness
In 1778, The British began a campaign in the southern part of the colonies, appropriately referred to as the Southern phase. The British wrongly believed that the majority of southern colonists were loyalists, a belief that would later come back to haunt their efforts. Despite a string of British victories, economic hardships and the threat of world war proved to be too much for the British and in 1781 General Cornwallis surrendered to General Washington at Yorktown, sealing the end of British rule over the colonies. Two years later, the Treaty of Paris was signed, officially ending the conflict and recognizing the sovereign colonies. Natural Law supported the cause of the colonists and aided their victory against a stronger earthly power. 
1. The British began to feel the pinch of the colonies’ boycott of their products like paper, textiles, and tea as they invaded the southern colonies. Coffee became very popular substitute for tea, a tradition that carries on today. Despite this, British troops campaigned through Georgia and the Carolinas, dominating the fractured Continental army. The British generals did not seek the highest first by invading the southern colonies; they sought the easiest which later proved to be a significant strategic error.
2. The British severely underestimated the local support they would have and the logistical problems they would face fighting away from the coast. The Continental militias then turned to guerrilla tactics, further demoralizing the British troops. The British made an assumption about the collective consciousness of the people of the southern colonies that proved to be wrong, and costly.
3. The British, under General Cornwallis, pushed up into Virginia where they were met by a strong force of Continental and French troops. In 1781, the colonists and their allies laid siege to British forces in Yorktown. Cornwallis found himself with his back against the wall and surrendered, effectively ending British dominance in the New World. Like all lfie, the nature of the colonies was to grow which proved to be incompatible with the rule of a foreign king. 
4. Two years later, in 1783, King George III and representatives from the colonies signed the Treaty of Paris, which officially turned territory over to the colonies and recognized them as a sovereign. The British Empire’s dominant influence on the world proved to be incompatible with the governing rules of Nature and the consciousness of the world’s citizens.
Evaluation Plan
	Homework
	10

	Participation and Character
	20

	Make a Connection
	20

	Town Hall
	20

	Final Exam
	30


Learning Activities
Direct Instruction (DI): We will study the events of the American Revolution chronologically, following the selected chapters of the American History textbook as a resource. I believe that the best way to teach and practice “thinking historically” is to teach it in the context of the story of the American Revolution. As we cover and review our resource in class, Our DI time will be filled with elements of personal reflection, student-led inquiry, and deep, meaningful conversation.

Guided Review: Whenever a chapter of the textbook is covered as homework, part of the following session is used to review and discuss the material; engaging deeper levels of thinking, high order cognitive skills and aligning the knowledge with our intended learning targets.

Guest Speakers: On the third day of class, students will have a chance to Skype with two expert historians from the U.S and the U.K. The historians will give an overview of the American Revolution and then take questions. Students will have a chance to reflect on the experience after the session.

Make a Connection Exercise: In this exercise, students will divide into their work groups and research one of the modern conflicts suggested by the instructor. The groups will be asked to create an outline that compares the aspects of the conflict with those of the American Revolution. The groups will present their outlines to their class and discuss. This exercise focuses on the proper historical research techniques that are outlined in the objectives as well as applying historical content understanding to current events. 

Jigsaw: In our preparation for the town hall debate, students will have a chance to perform a classic “jigsaw” exercise to work with the historical knowledge they need to form and defend a strongly backed and intelligent opinion. Students will be divided into five teams of four people and each member of the group will read a different piece of selected literature regarding the events that preceded and inspired the Revolutionary War (economic and political relationships of the time, the Intolerable Acts, Boston Massacre, etc) Each student will then express what they have read and learned to the rest of their respective group. This collaborative learning exercise focuses on many of our intended learning targets as well as public speaking and debate skills.

Perspective Essay: Students will be asked to write a short account or story of one of the major historical events discussed in the first week. They will be asked to write this essay from the perspective of either a “separatist” or “loyalist” but may not explicitly state which one. Instead, they will imply their identity through the perspective of their writing. This assignment explores perspective in history, inspires creativity and produces a product for content assessment.
Timeline: For homework, students will be asked to create a timeline of the significant events of the American Revolution. This assignment helps review historical content and sharpens chronological thinking.
Assessments:
Pre-test: On the first day of class, students will be given a brief selected response and short answer test that is nearly identical to the final exam. This test will gauge student content knowledge and historical thinking ability and will be cross-referenced with the final to assess class effectiveness. 

Town Hall Debate: Students will be divided into groups of “loyalists” and “separatists” and debate whether or not the colonies should seek independence from Britain. The debate we will be held as a town hall meeting with the teacher proceeding. The student’s performance, argument and knowledge of the historical content will assessed

Final Exam: The summative exam for this unit is and selected response and short answer test that accesses student understanding of the historical content of the two weeks as well as our targeted cognitive skills.

Sources
Library of Congress Web Guides.  

National Park Service Museum Collection

University of Houston Digital History Collection

UCLA’s National Center for History in Schools American Revolution Standards

UShistory.org sponsored by the Independence Hall Association

